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Kitsumkalum is a community I’m proud to be a part of. From a young age, I was taught the importance of attending events and 
helping out where I can. I was taught that events bring Kitsumkalum members together. Grandma Mildred was usually at the 
center of it. She was a huge part of my life as all my grandparents were and she continues to inspire me today as I know she still 
does for others. She brought so many people together and taught my generation how to be there for one another and lend a 
hand without hesitation.

I’m here to represent the next generation of leadership. I have watched and learned so much from the generations before me. 
From the time I first started volunteering in the ’80s to when I got my first job with the band as a summer student, I’ve seen so 
many projects started and completed and what it takes to achieve them. 

July of this year will be 17 years since I started working for the Band and Kalum Ventures (KVL). I’ve come full circle in 
forestry and am now the Forestry Technician for KVL. Throughout my career, I’ve learned many aspects of the forestry 
industry from the hard work in planning the projects to the business side of things. Also seeing how the industry needs to 
evolve to be sustainable.   

Over the years I joined committees dedicated to Kitsumkalum initiatives. I’m a founding member of the Events Committee, 
inspired by our grandmothers who organized events and holidays for youth and families of Kitsumkalum. Every year we 
volunteer our time to fundraise and do what we can to carry on what they started. I would like to take this opportunity to 
thank all the volunteers who work tirelessly for the community over the years. Your dedication and support are why you are the 
heart of Kitsumkalum, carrying on the positive work of those before us.   

I was part of the Land Code Committee, which was formed with the vision to manage, develop and protect our lands led 
by our values and standards. The Land Code Vote passed a year ago and now we begin the process of getting organized and 
working with our staff and community to establish land management objectives and priorities. For four years I was involved in 
the Housing Committee. This committee addressed the issues of arrears and housing upkeep. Meetings and workshops were 
provided to community members facing these issues. Thanks to the Land Code and Community Land Use Plan, parcels of land 
are now identified for further planning to build more homes for Kitsumkalum members.  
 
I know the history of Kitsumkalum, and acknowledge that there’s still much more to learn and I’m ready to keep learning. One 
of my goals is to establish an organization dedicated to the Hereditary Chiefs and Matriarchs. The major court cases show it’s 
the hereditary leadership and knowledge that triumphs in protecting our rights and title. It’s within our culture to pass down 
traditional knowledge and it’s vital to build up more traditional knowledge keepers by engaging our youth.
 
COVID-19 has forced the world to slow down and use new tools for engagement. Going forward we can take time for strategic 
planning for all the important issues big and small. Ranging from Economic Development, “green” sustainable technology, 
to noise issues. We need the voice of all members to be heard and we now have the tools to look at online community 
engagements. As part of the next generation, I feel it is important to do this now while we still have the guidance and resources 
of our elders’ voices as we work together. As elected chief I will be here to listen and guarantee that all voices are heard.

I have been a Kitsumkalum Councillor for 13 years. I’ve learned so much during this time and lent my voice to the many issues 
that Kitsumkalum has faced. I’m ready to continue to help address evolving concerns of Kitsumkalum membership on a new 
level. I respect the work of leadership before me. I know every member of Kitsumkalum Band Council past and present have 
dedicated their time to the betterment of Kitsumkalum.
   
There’s no better time than now for the next generations to step up and work beside our hereditary leaders. Together we can 
improve the quality of life and advancement of Kitsumkalum members.
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